
UNMATCHED ACCESS TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Aerospace and defense companies choose Arlington, Virginia for immediate access to the top decision makers and policymakers at the 

world’s largest customer, the U.S. government. Arlington is home to the Department of Defense (Pentagon), plus Federal agencies such 

as the Air Force Office of Scientific Research (AFOSR), Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) and Office of Naval Research 

(ONR). Located across the Potomac River from Washington, D.C., Arlington is a quick trip to federal agencies, including Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS), Federal Aviation Agency (FAA) and National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).
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AEROSPACE AND DEFENSE

HOME TO INDUSTRY LEADERS
Six of the top ten defense contractors maintain a 

significant presence in Arlington, including regional 

headquarters for Boeing, Lockheed Martin and Raytheon 

Technologies. These large corporations often serve as 

prime contractors for major aerospace and defense 

programs, while also providing subcontracting 

opportunities for small businesses. In FY 2022, Northern 

Virginia companies were awarded nearly $84 billion in 

federal procurement awards, exceeding the total of any 

other state. (Source: USAspending.gov)

Customer Demand
The Department of Defense 

awards nearly two-thirds of 

federal contracts by value

#1 State for Business in 2021
Ranked Best State for 

Business by CNBC in 

consecutive years

Tech Talent Hub
D.C. region ranked 3rd best 

tech talent market in North 

America by CBRE in 2021

NOTABLE ARLINGTON AEROSPACE AND DEFENSE COMPANIES



ACCESS TO A TALENTED WORKFORCE
The Washington, D.C. region has more than 300,000 people working in the science and engineering sector, not to mention the thousands 

of military veterans and active service members who are transitioning to civilian life with security clearances in hand. Together, these 

talent pools bring worker skills that neatly align with in-demand jobs such as systems engineering and integration, cybersecurity, software 

engineering, federal government procurement, civil engineering, information technology and logistic and supply chain management.  
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INVESTING IN THE FUTURE
Through its historic, innovative Tech Talent Investment Program, the 

Commonwealth of Virginia, donors and corporate partners are investing 

more than $2 billion to expand Virginia’s tech talent pipeline, doubling the 

number of graduates each year in computer science and closely related 

fields. Additionally, Virginia’s higher education institutions already produce 

roughly 12,000 tech-related degrees and certificates annually in areas 

ranging from computer science to modeling and simulation.

Arlington and its neighboring jurisdiction, Alexandria, are direct beneficiaries 

of this investment, as they are home to new innovation campuses from 

George Mason University and Virginia Tech, respectively.

AEROSPACE AND DEFENSE

ARLINGTON’S AEROSPACE AND DEFENSE ASSOCIATIONS

HOME TO  
SIX OF THE 
TOP TEN 
DEFENSE 
CONTRACTORS

 
For information on Arlington’s aerospace  
and defense industry, please contact: 

 
SINDY YEH, CEcD
Senior Business Ambassador
Email: syeh@arlingtonva.us
Phone: 703-228-0858

DARPA


